Fall 2012
Race and Ethnicity

Instructor: Sanghamitra Niyogi, PhD
Guidelines for the term paper.

Option 1:

"An understanding of racism as a system of advantage presents a serious challenge to the notion of the United States as a just society where rewards are based solely on one's merits." Beverly Daniel Tatum, Harvard Educational Review (Spring 1992, p. 6)
Analyze current policies of any one institution (housing, workplace, welfare, media, criminal justice, education and so on) and assess their impact on the ideal of meritocracy. You can also choose to examine two institutions if you can connect (compare and contrast) the workings of the two institutions in your analysis. Develop an original thesis by showcasing an institution and how it may have prevented groups of Americans from achieving Horatio Alger-style success. 
Option 2: 

According to Waters, non-whites possess few or no ethnic options. Do you agree or disagree? Construct your analysis by focusing on one racial or ethnic group or doing a comparative analysis of the ethnic options of two ethnic groups in American society. Compare and contrast ethnic options available to whites and non-whites by clarifying the notion of symbolic ethnicity. Begin by explaining Waters’ argument by using an ethnic group as an example. Next, explore how minority groups negotiate and work at asserting their desired ethnic identities. What is the scope for non-whites asserting their ethnic identity?
General Instructions

In your analysis you must use two different types of evidence to support your arguments. First, theoretical evidence can be provided by using concepts from the readings and lectures. You are required to focus your analysis by choosing concepts from three readings/movies. A well organized and sophisticated analysis will attempt to connect different topics to provide new insights. However, avoid making connections for the sake of making connections as this often results in a kitchen-sink approach that might cover various concepts but offers no depth of analysis. 

Second, to support your argument, you are also required to provide one example from real life which might be anecdotal evidence, a personal experience or something that was recently in the news. Think of examples that may have impacted your own school, family, friends or community.

                 Begin your paper with a clear thesis statement. You will get credit for have a thesis that is original and focused.
1. A strong thesis takes some sort of stand.

Remember that your thesis needs to show your conclusions about a subject. For example, if you are writing a paper for a class on fitness, you might be asked to choose a popular weight-loss product to evaluate. Here are two thesis statements:

There are some negative and positive aspects to the Banana Herb Tea Supplement.
This is a weak thesis. First, it fails to take a stand. Second, the phrase “negative and positive aspects” is vague.

Because Banana Herb Tea Supplement promotes rapid weight loss that results in the loss of muscle and lean body mass, it poses a potential danger to customers.
This is a strong thesis because it takes a stand.

2. A strong thesis justifies discussion.

Your thesis should indicate the point of the discussion. If your assignment is to write a paper on kinship systems, using your own family as an example, you might come up with either of these two thesis statements:

My family is an extended family.
This is a weak thesis because it states an observation. Your reader won’t be able to tell the point of the statement, and will probably stop reading.

While most American families would view consanguineal marriage as a threat to the nuclear family structure, many Iranian families, like my own, believe that these marriages help reinforce kinship ties in an extended family.
This is a strong thesis because it shows how your experience contradicts a widely-accepted view. A good strategy for creating a strong thesis is to show that the topic is controversial. Readers will be interested in reading the rest of the essay to see how you support your point.

3. A strong thesis expresses one main idea.

Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point. If your thesis expresses more than one idea, then you might confuse your readers about the subject of your paper. For example:

Companies need to exploit the marketing potential of the Internet, and web pages can provide both advertising and customer support.
This is a weak thesis statement because the reader can’t decide whether the paper is about marketing on the Internet or web pages. To revise the thesis, the relationship between the two ideas needs to become clearer. One way to revise the thesis would be to write:

Because the Internet is filled with tremendous marketing potential, companies should exploit this potential by using web pages that offer both advertising and customer support.
This is a strong thesis because it shows that the two ideas are related. Hint: a great many clear and engaging thesis statements contain words like “because,” “since,” “so,” “although,” “unless,” and “however.”

4. A strong thesis statement is specific.

A thesis statement should show exactly what your paper will be about, and will help you keep your paper to a manageable topic. For example, if you write a paper on hunger, you might say:

World hunger has many causes and effects.
This is a weak thesis statement for two major reasons. First, “world hunger” can’t be discussed thoroughly in five or ten pages. Second, "many causes and effects" is vague. You should be able to identify specific causes and effects. A revised thesis might look like this:

Hunger persists in Appalachia because jobs are scarce and farming in the infertile soil is rarely profitable.
This is a strong thesis because it narrows the subject to a more specific and manageable topic and it also identifies the specific causes for the existence of hunger.

     An excellent paper is logically organized with a clear introduction, body and conclusion. Using different paragraphs for sub-topics is always a good idea. Edit your paper carefully since you will be penalized for grammatical errors and typos. Remember that the conclusion ties back the different strands of your argument together and does not introduce any new information. The paper must be 5-6 pages long, double-spaced. You do not need a separate bibliography if you will be using only course material. Put the name of the author and page number in brackets for reference. Or for lectures and movies the name/topic and date in brackets. For referencing outside sources, please use the http://www.asanet.org/Quick%20Style%20Guide.pdf.

Strategies for Avoiding Plagiarism http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
1. Put in quotations everything that comes directly from the text especially when taking notes.

2. Paraphrase, but be sure you are not just rearranging or replacing a few words.

Instead, read over what you want to paraphrase carefully; cover up the text with your hand, or close the text so you can’t see any of it (and so aren’t tempted to use the text as a “guide”). Write out the idea in your own words without peeking.

3. Check your paraphrase against the original text to be sure you have not accidentally used the same phrases or words, and that the information is accurate.

Terms You Need to Know (or What is Common Knowledge?)

Common knowledge: facts that can be found in numerous places and are likely to be known by a lot of people.

Example: John F. Kennedy was elected President of the United States in 1960.

This is generally known information. You do not need to document this fact.
However, you must document facts that are not generally known and ideas that interpret facts.

Example: According the American Family Leave Coalition’s new book, Family Issues and Congress, President Bush’s relationship with Congress has hindered family leave legislation (6).

The idea that “Bush’s relationship with Congress has hindered family leave legislation” is not a fact but an interpretation; consequently, you need to cite your source.
Quotation: using someone’s words. When you quote, place the passage you are using in quotation marks, and document the source according to a standard documentation style.

The following example uses the Modern Language Association’s style:

Example: According to Peter S. Pritchard in USA Today, “Public schools need reform but they’re irreplaceable in teaching all the nation’s young” (14).

Paraphrase: using someone’s ideas, but putting them in your own words. This is probably the skill you will use most when incorporating sources into your writing. Although you use your own words to paraphrase, you must still acknowledge the source of the information.

