Soc 3AC Fall 2013 

Final Exam Study Questions

1. Compare Kozol’s argument with that of Ogbu’s in explaining school success/failure of minority groups. Whose arguments do you find more convincing and why?

2. What are the pros and cons of busing? How are busing and tracking connected? Highlight two negative consequences of tracking.

3. Using evidence from the readings describe two ways in which the media perpetuates stereotypes about minority groups and obscures racial inequality.

4. According to episode 2: When the Bough Breaks in the documentary Unnatural Causes, how are pregnancy outcomes affected by racism? 
5. From episode 5: Place Matters in the documentary Unnatural Causes, list four neighborhood features that influence health. Discuss one main from the study on blacks and environmental concern (Jones and Rainey). 
6. According to Oliver and Shapiro what are the three historical factors that produced structured racial inequality? Detail two policy initiatives suggested by Shapiro to restore the ideals of equality and democracy.

7. Describe how corporations like Wal-Mart exploit impoverished communities of color with the promise of creating jobs (Chaddha). How does this study add to our understanding of poverty?
8. Describe how Wilson conceptualizes the underclass. Using other course readings offer two substantial critiques of Wilson’s arguments.
9. What does Davis mean by the term “prison industrial complex”? Discuss some of the dangers of this prison-industrial complex.  

10. What is the culture of poverty argument? What is its relevance in the discourse on poverty? Is Wilson an advocate of this perspective or a critic?
11. Explain the connection between race and the contemporary discourse on family values and public policy. Discuss two progressive perspectives that challenge the conservatives. Evaluate American welfare system’s role in challenging or perpetuating racial inequality.

12. Describe three main caricatures from the movie Ethnic Notions and explain the functions and political implications of these caricatures. Are these images still with us or have they been modified in popular media?
13. Describe two main findings of Massey’s research. Discuss two ways in which Massey critiques Wilson’s arguments.

14. In what ways do the individual life stories told in the documentary Sidewalk defy common stereotypes about the homeless? What are the three approaches to theorizing the urban underclass and which approach do you find most useful and why?
15. What are Asian American cultural activists reacting against? Describe two ways in which these activists are constructing their own images.
16. Drawing on insights from the movie Mirrors of Privilege, Smooth’s TED talk and Kivel’s readings describe firstly, how different racial/ethnic groups can connect with each other at a deeper level. What role do Whites have in influencing race issues?
